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GRI standard Page Remarks

GRI 302 Energy 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12, 39 – 46

GRI 302-1 Energy consumption within the organisation 46/47

GRI 302-4 Reduction of energy consumption 46/47

GRI 303 Water 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12, 39 – 45, 50

GRI 303-1 Water withdrawal by source 50

GRI 303-2 Water sources significantly affected by withdrawal of water 50

GRI 304 Biodiversity 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12, 39 – 45, 57

GRI 304-3 Habitats protected or restored 57, 70

GRI 305 Emissions 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12 – 15, 48

GRI 305-1 Direct (Scope 1) GHG emissions 48/49

GRI 306 Effluents and Waste 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12, 39 – 45, 51

GRI 306-1 Water discharge by quality and destination 52/53

GRI 306-2 Waste by type and disposal method 54/55

GRI 401 Employment 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12 – 15, 59

GRI 401-1 New employee hires and employee turnover 60

GRI 401-2 Benefits provided to full-time employees that are not provided to temporary or 
part-time employees

63
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GRI standard Page Remarks

GRI 403 Occupational Health and Safety 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 64

GRI 403-2 Types of injury and rates of injury, occupational diseases, lost days, absenteeism 
and number of work-related fatalities

64

GRI 404 Training and Education 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12 – 15, 61/62

GRI 404-1 Average hours of training per year per employee 63

GRI 419 Socioeconomic Compliance 2016

GRI 103 Management approach 2016 disclosures (including 103-1, 103-2, 103-3) 12 – 15, 21

GRI 419-1 Non-compliance with laws and regulations in the social and economic area 81 No instances of non-compliance with laws 
and/or regulations
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AUDITOR’S STATEMENT

EMAS registration can only be granted by a competent body under 

Regulation (EC) No 1221/2009.

This document may not be used as a stand-alone piece of public 

communication.

Braunschweig, 30 June 2019

 

Dr. Ralf Utermöhlen	 Matthias Precht 

Umweltgutachter	 Umweltgutachter

Certificate of independent audit by an independent  

environmental verifier

Sedus Stoll AG commissioned AGIMUS GmbH Umweltgutachter-

organisation und Beratungsgesellschaft to audit its Sustainability 

Report 2018 and integrated environmental statement for the 

Dogern site with regard to its materiality, transparency and com-

parability. The propriety of the determination and presentation of 

key figures regarding its performance in terms of sustainability in 

conformity with the reporting criteria, including the identification 

of material topics, is the responsibility of the Management Board. 

Our task is to audit the statements in the sustainability report for 

comprehensibility and to assess the completeness of the criteria of 

the GRI Standards.

The signatories, Dr Ralf Utermöhlen and Dipl.-Ing. Matthias  

Precht, EMAS environmental verifiers with the registration num-

bers DE-V-0080/DE-V-0255, accredited for the field (NACE Code  

WZ 2008: 31.01), confirm that they have examined whether the 

sites Brückenstraße 15, 79761 Waldshut and Gewerbestraße 2, 

79804 Dogern meet all the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 

1221/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 

November 2009 in the version amended by Regulation (EU) 

2017/1505 on the voluntary participation by organisations in a 

Community eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS) as stated 

in the Environmental Statement 2018 of Sedus Stoll AG, registra-

tion number D-143-00001.

By signing this declaration we confirm that

•	 the verification and validation were conducted in full compli-

ance with the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 1221/2009 in 

the version amended by Regulation (EU) 2017/1505,

•	 the outcome of the verification and validation confirms that 

there is no evidence of non-compliance with applicable legal 

requirements relating to the environment,

•	 the data and information of the environmental statement of 

the sites reflect a reliable, credible and correct image of all the 

activities at the site, within the scope mentioned in the environ-

mental statement.

This document is not equivalent to EMAS registration.

Environmental verifier’s declaration on verification and validation activities at Sedus Stoll AG 
(according to Annex VII to EMAS III)
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Independence and quality assurance of the environmental  

verification organisation

We complied with the requirement of independence as an environ-

mental verification organisation and further requirements regard-

ing professional conduct for third-party audits. We conducted 

our audit of the sustainability report in a joint process with the 

certification of the environmental management system according 

to EMAS and ISO 14001.

Audit task

Our task is to issue an assessment, based on the activities carried 

out, about whether we have become aware of circumstances that 

justify the assumption that the information in Sedus Stoll AG’s 

sustainability report for financial year 2018 was not prepared in 

material conformity with the criteria of the GRI Standards.

We conducted our audit taking into account the professional 

requirements for environmental verifiers. We thereby planned and 

conducted the engagement, taking into account the principle of 

materiality, such that we can issue an opinion with limited assur-

ance.

An audit by an environmental verifier to obtain limited assurance 

involves carrying out less comprehensive audit activities than in 

an audit to obtain reasonable assurance, resulting in a lower level 

of assurance. The environmental verifier uses their professional 

judgement when selecting the audit activities, which were aligned 

with the audit activities for the certification according to ISO 14001 

in terms of their technical implementation and content.

In the scope of our environmental audit, we carried out the follow-

ing activities, among others:

•	 Interviews with the employees in the departments responsible 

for preparing the report regarding the process of preparing the 

report and the internal control system relating to that process;

•	 Inspection of documents regarding the sustainability strategy 

and achieving an understanding of the organisational structure 

relating to the environment and sustainability, stakeholder dia-

logue and the process for the development of the company’s 

environmental and sustainability program;

•	 Interviews with employees in the specialist departments 

responsible for the individual chapters of the report;

•	 Inclusion of the processes and inspection of the documenta-

tion regarding the systems and processes for the collection, 

analysis,

•	 verification and aggregation of sustainability data, and random 

checks on that data;

•	 Execution of an audit and on-site inspections of the Dogern, 

Waldshut, Owingen (2019) and Geseke (2018) sites;

•	 Aggregation of selected statements; Analytical assessment of 

the statements in the report;

•	 Obtaining further proof regarding selected statements in the 

report through inspection of internal documents and reports 

and records of external service providers.

Opinion

Based on our audit to obtain limited assurance, we are not aware of 

any circumstances that justify the assumption that the information 

in the sustainability report for financial year 2018 was not prepared 

in material conformity with the criteria of the Core option of the 

GRI Standards.
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It is also noted positively that Sedus Stoll does not pursue an iso-

lated sustainability strategy, and instead aims to achieve sustain-

ability throughout its entire value chain, and thereby sees the topic 

as an integral element of its business model. In order to implement 

that strategy, it would be expedient to increase the focus of future 

reporting on the entire supply chain. The formulation of more 

appropriate goals can be helpful in this regard. Without qualify-

ing our audit opinion above, we recommend the following further 

development of the sustainability reporting system:

Formulation of a strategy for climate neutrality: The implementa-

tion of the sustainable energy concept at the Dogern site, including 

a comprehensive combined heating concept with increased cogen-

eration and greater use of renewable energies, would represent a 

further step towards the avoidance of greenhouse gas emissions.

Transfer of a greater proportion of the value chain to the after-

sales segment (repair, refurbishment) to achieve a recycling 

economy.

Formulation of an implementation strategy for the topic of envi-

ronment/sustainability in combination with other topics, such as 

marketing, design and sales.

Further steps in supply chain management for the implementation 

of the Global Compact principles throughout the entire value chain.

In preparing the report, relevant topics were weighted by material-

ity, and up- and downstream organisational units were taken into 

account. The report includes all information that should be seen 

as relevant, taking into account the principle of materiality, the 

sustainability context and stakeholder engagement. According to 

the results of our audit, the report did not omit any information that 

could have influenced the judgements or decisions of stakehold-

ers, or that would reflect important economic, environmental and 

societal/social impacts, while presenting positive and – where 

applicable – negative events.

The use of the GRI Indicators increases the comparability of the 

report. The sustainability report meets the requirements “in accor-

dance” with the Core option. The scope of the Sustainability Report 

2018 thereby shows that Sedus Stoll does not avoid comparing its 

sustainability performance with that of its competitors, and reports 

on it using quantified statements.

Additional notes and recommendations

Sedus Stoll’s commitment to maintain social capital and increase 

resource efficiency at its main locations and with regard to a large 

number of its products is highly commendable, as is its signing of 

the UN Global Compact.
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